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With the heart of a nonprofit and the engine of an investment bank, the Health Finance Institute, or HFI, forges data-driven innovative financing partnerships to take on the finance deficit of the deadliest non- communicable diseases, or NCDs. 
But what are NCDs? And what is the finance deficit?
NCDs are also known as chronic diseases. They are the result of genetic, physiological, environmental, behavioral, and social factors. The five most common NCDs are cardiovascular diseases, cancer, respiratory diseases, diabetes, and mental illnesses. 
Imagine if the entire population of California disappeared. That right there is how many people die from NCDs each year, worldwide. In other words, a person dies from an NCD every second. Now imagine there are ten people standing in a circle. Eventually, seven of them will die from an NCD. 
It doesn’t have to be this way, though! Lots of NCDs are preventable or treatable, and with early diagnosis from screening programs, people can get on treatments for their disease. 
But these cost money and require infrastructure like clinics, medical supplies, and trained healthcare workers. Governments are able to supply some resources, but many governments and health systems don’t have enough to properly prevent, diagnose, and treat NCDs. Other governments, philanthropic organizations and multilaterals offer overseas development aid to assist countries’ health systems. 

But that still isn’t enough. 
This means that even though seven in ten people die from NCDs, very few of them will get enough aid from their governments and health systems. There is an imbalance between those that will suffer from an NCD and those that don’t. Even though the disease burden is heavy for those seven people, the money they receive still isn’t enough to cover the difference. 
We call this the finance deficit, or funding gap. 
You may be wondering about one other group of people with money: the private sector. Research shows it makes sense for the private sector to invest in NCDs. Investments have a strong potential to create a return because people are healthier. Healthier people have fewer medical costs and put money back into the economy, creating returns for the private sector and society. But with any investment there are risks, which are perceived as being relatively high in the health sector. Investors are worried about not making money—or breaking even—and won’t invest. 
HFI’s health economics and innovative finance teams address these challenges head-on, as explained in the next videos. We believe that investment in health today creates wealth tomorrow. Collectively, HFI’s services contribute to our goal of connecting capital with need. 
If you are interested in learning more and working with us, please visit our website at healthfinanceinstitute.org.
Thank you! 
