
ANR_10 | Professor Holland 

Teachers, Students Make Music Despite 
Pandemic Restrictions Across D.C and Maryland 
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Progress has been slow concerning the return to in-person music rehearsals across 

some parts of the Washington Metropolitan Area. But performance art teachers, who 

are creators themselves, have found original ways to get teach their students despite 

ongoing pandemic restrictions. 

 

For most of the pandemic, music classes and rehearsals in Washington, D.C. have 

generally stayed virtual. The coronavirus is mainly thought to spread via respiratory 

droplets, which can stay airborne for large periods of time in enclosed and unventilated 
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spaces. Thus, collaborative music events – especially involving singing or acting, which 

require vocal enunciation – are especially risky.  

 

Up until March 22, Mayor Muriel Bowser banned in-person performing arts rehearsals 

across the city. Now, such “high risk activities” are allowed to resume but only as long 

as participants are spaced 10 feet apart, according to D. C’s Phase 2 reopening plans. 

As a result of these constraints, music teachers and students have felt a loss.  

 

According to Joshua Krohn, who has a doctorate in music education and works in Brent 

Elementary School as the Director of the Performing Arts and as the President of the 

D.C. Music Education Association, music classes across D.C. public schools have been 

conducted via Microsoft Teams. However, the platform is designed to allow only one 

person at a time to speak, making synchronized music – for example two students 

audibly singing or playing an instrument at the same time – impossible.   

 

“There is something to be said for in-person rehearsals where students can hear 

everybody at the same time,” Krohn said. “Even getting an audience to actually watch 

and see the emotion that you as a musician can invoke in an audience, there is a lot 

that goes on with that.” 

 

Even those schools that have attempted to resume in-person learning have faced some 

challenges. In order to follow safe pandemic guidelines, schools need a large space to 
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host many students spaced ten feet apart. Krohn said that for some teachers who 

cannot find such a space, especially those working in elementary schools which are 

typically smaller, questions have arisen as to whether they will even keep their jobs as 

music educators in the coming future.  

 

In Maryland, performing arts teachers have faced some of the same challenges in 

getting back to the pace music rehearsals had prior to the start of the pandemic.  

 

According to Brian Schneckenburger, who also has a doctorate in music education and 

is the President of the Maryland Music Educators Association, the decision on whether 

or not to return to in-person instructions has been up to local school systems. This has 

thus created a high level of variability as well as stress among Maryland counties, with 

some school districts able to allow in-person music learning to resume, and others 

keeping everything virtual.   

 

Like in D.C, it has been tough for many Maryland educators to adjust to using new 

programs and tools for virtual music instruction. Nevertheless, Schneckenburger said 

they have met this challenge “head on,” and “displayed incredible commitment and 

courage.”  

 

Krohn said that D.C. teachers and institutions have worked also hard at helping 

students “thrive in this virtual setting.”   
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According to Krohn, Institutions such as the Arena Stage, Kennedy Center and D.C 

Youth Orchestra have helped offer professional support to music educators and begin 

some in-person rehearsals since March 22.  

 

The DC Public Schools art department has also helped give teachers access to virtual 

music education tools such as Soundtrap and Quaver, as well as pooled enough money 

to bring students a limited number of supportive supplies such as recorders, drum pads 

and music stands.  

 

Krohn said that despite this year’s challenges, he has been able to find some silver 

linings. For example, with everyone being within the comfort of their own homes, 

several of his shyer students have become more comfortable with interacting with music 

and performing. This has shown Krohn the power music educators have had students, 

as well as the importance of pushing forward to create a more successful school year 

come August.  


